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Introduction

The great 19" century English writer and historian,
John Ruskin, observed about the subject of
architectural heritage:

“0ld buildings are not ours, They belong to
those who built them, and partly to the
generations who are to follow us, What we
ourselves have built, we are at liberty to throw
down. But what other men gave their strength,
and wealth and life to accomplish, their right
over it does not pass away with their death.

It is with this thought in mind that the Rural
Municipality of Gimli, through its Municipal
Heritage Advisory Committee, embarked on a
project, in partnership with the Historic Resources
Branch of Manitoba Culture, Heritage, Tourism
and Sport (and also with the financial support of
the Federal Government through its Historic Places
Initiative), to develop a major heritage initiative:
Special Places, Gimli's Heritage Sites. The work
involved in the project has been collected into two
main sections:

e Heritage Overview
e Appendices

The Heritage Overview section offers four
collections of observations and recommendations
from the Municipal Heritage Advisory Committee:

Community Heritage

Community Statement of Significance
Building Types

List of Significant Sites

The Community Heritage section explores Gimli
through a large lens, and examines the whole
community’s distinct heritage qualities and
character, The Community Statement of Sig-
nificance uses an approach called Value-Based
Management to explore and clarify what it is that
makes Gimli a special place in terms of its
heritage. The section on Building Types explains
the claims that attend the various collections of
Gimli's building types (houses and cottages
especially), and employs a critical outlook based
on local, regional and provincial contexts. This
section also notes whether there are any individual
sites within each collection that merit special
attention due to their extraordinary claims. A major
goal of the Special Places project has been to
identify those few special places that effectively
sum up the history of Gimli. These are presented in
the List of Significant Sites section.

The Appendices contain the impressive record of
work that has been undertaken over the course of
this project:

Analysis
¢ Evaluation
» Inventory

The Analysis section presents, for the record, all
the work that was done to render the raw data in
the Inventory into a cohesive and compelling story
about Gimli’s fascinating history. The Evaluation
section also presents, for the record, the
proceedings of the Municipal Heritage Advisory
Committee as it worked to identify the handful of
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buildings and sites that most effectively describe
and sum up major historical themes that describe
Gimli’s rich history. The Inventory is the major
part of this record, containing a wealth of
information (text and photographs) that describe all
the 58 sites that were visited over the course of the
project. It should be noted that this inventory is
only the first of at least two other projects that will
be undertaken over the next few years to ensure
that a complete inventory of Gimli’s sites is
provided. Inventories of Gimli’s rural areas, and of
some other urban areas in Gimli will be completed.

The materials and information presented here will
become the building blocks for various heritage-
related projects that might be undertaken in the
future — walking tours, plaque programs, tourism
initiatives, building conservation projects,
newspaper articles, educational outreach programs,
heritage planning, designations. Other commun-
ities across Manitoba are also undertaking Special
Places projects, and it is anticipated that together
these initiatives will greatly improve the base of
knowledge required for good and -effective
stewardship of this province’s important heritage
TESOUrCes.

Special Places, Gimli's Heritage Sites, has
involved many people: Wally Johannson, Stefan
Tergesen, Andy Blicq, Grace Artyshko, Diane
Hall, Tammy Axelsson, Emest Stefanson and Rick
Lair formed the main consulting group — the Gimli
Municipal Heritage Advisory Committee. Much
support has come from Town staff as well, The
Historic Resources Branch of Manitoba Culture,
Heritage, Tourism and Sport have also contributed
invaluable advice and direction: Mr. David
Butterfield and Ms Nicola Spasoff, both
architectural historians, have made many useful
observations on the project.

But of course, none of this would have been
possible without the support of the citizens of
Gimli, who so kindly and enthusiastically opened
their doors to our consultant, and who continue to
inspire us.
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Gimli’s Heritage Sites: Heritage Overview

Introduction

The following four entries constitute the
observations, conclusions and recommendations
that the Gimli Municipal Heritage Advisory
Committee would like to pass on to Town Council,
and ultimately to the community at large:

Community Heritage

Community Statement of Significance
Building Types

List of Significant Sites

Much of this information is of a general and self-
evident nature, and so of little concern for raising
questions and concerns amongst Gimli-ites, It is
information that might not have been articulated in
the past, but it is information that the people of
Gimli will not be surprised to hear.

The last entry, however—the List of Significant
Sites—contains information that the Committee
suggests will need to be carefully addressed before
being communicated to a larger audience (i.e.,
affected building owners will need to be canvassed
for advice and consent to be on the list, issues
about condition will need to be confirmed, ete.).

It is hoped that all of this information will be used
by Gimli whenever a hentage issue arises, or
whenever an opportunity to discuss and promote
our heritage is provided. The information can
inform our website, it can be used for a walking
tour, it can lead to selected designations.

Community Heritage
Every community in Manitoba has its own distinct
origins, its own unique form and layout, and often

its own distinct personality, And most Manitoba
towns also have a distinct heritage personality, one
defined by remaining physical elements (buildings
mostly, but also cemeteries, memorials, parks and
sites of community import), but also by an
ineftable local attention to the past, and an
honouring of predecessors. The Community
Heritage section explores Gimli through this kind
of large lens, and examines the whole community’s
distinct and authentic heritage qualities and
character.

Community Statement of Significance

Using an approach suggested by the Historic
Resources Branch, called Value-Based Manage-
ment, the Municipal Heritage Advisory Committee
has undertaken to pin down, in clear, concise and
emphatic language, what makes the Town of Gimli
a special place. This kind of document is slightly
different than the information presented in the
previous section — a Community Statement of
Significance seeks to identify those few key
qualities, or values, that constitute a community’s
heritage. These values are not just the physical
attributes that define a place, but can also include
those cultural and community expressions of
heritage that reside in the people themselves.

Building Types

It is occasionally the case where a community will
be able to make some claims to significance based
on an analysis of certain notable collections of
building types (churches, houses and stores are the
most likely to provide results). In this kind of
exercise, collections of local buildings are com-
pared with what is known about the type through



































































































